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poured practical advice into her for an hour, such as I don't
think she could have got from any other living man, and such
as I would have given my head for 15 years ago. I told her
exactly what to think about to-day and it was arranged that
she should report to me to-night how far she had proceeded and
that we should go further with the plot. After dinner to-night
she began to read. It is true it was one of my books. I gave
her a chance and waited for her to put the book down. Then
after about half an hour I said : " I shan't let Pauline read
any more of my books. She doesn't do anything else." She
smiled, and murmured : " Just let me finish this.'* I then
played a sonata, and then ostentatiously waited. No sign.
She kept on reading till 9.30, and then went straight to bed.
I now feel that the next word spoken between us as to her
novel will have to come from her.

I wrote the Swiss waiter scene in " The Honeymoon " to-day,
and part of my article on Frank Harris's Shakspere book this
afternoon. The Godebskis and Boucher came for tea. I
received " Ann Veronica " to-day with the inscription " The
Young Mistresses' Tale, to Arnold B. with love from his nephew
ELG."

Wednesday, October 13$.

A letter from Waugh yesterday, rather more cheerful about the
prospects of " The Glimpse ", because his wife had read it and
was as enthusiastic about it as he was. In the evening I got
Pauline Smith to talk about her novel, but I think I mentioned
it first* Sheer magnanimity and obstinacy mingled*

Thursday, October
Headache, began yesterday. The earners backbreaking straw
was probably a Dutch cigar that Godebski gave me. I nearly
cured the headache twice to-day and then brought it on again
by working.
Godebskf s for tea yesterday.
I finished "Ann Veronica" yesterday. The last 30 pages
are the best. But still, a minor work. Seems to me much too
short ; incidents not described in sufficient detail. Mere writing
impudently careless of dissonant effects, and full of extreme
colloquialisms.
I did another 600 words of the play yesterday.
33*